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Performing Arts – Tech Award in Performing Arts

Never before has the arts played such an important role in our lives, the past few years has taught us that we need 

creativity to help keep us motivated, to inspire us, to entertain us. We have used the arts as a way to connect with 

each other and let our hair down during what has been a very difficult

time for us all.

Acting is a course where you can study and use your creative skills to learn, create and develop a range of 

performances. This course is graded at Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass (level 1 and level 2) and the emphasis is 

placed on practical work accompanied by a portfolio of knowledge which can be presented in a variety of ways, 

allowing you as a student to present your work in a way that suits you. T h e r e  i s  o n e  c o n t r o l l e d  

a s s e s s m e n t  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  s u b m i t  a  s e r i e s  o f  l o g s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  

t h e  e x a m  b o a r d .

While studying this course you will get the opportunity to study a range of different performances and experience the 

buzz of the creative world through workshops, visits and shows.
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Winners of NODA 
Best Youth 

Production five 
times, nominated 

for High School 
Musical for the 
2024 awards

Nominated for 
NODA Best Youth 

Production for 
nine different 
productions.

Regional winners of 
NODA award for 
Best Production 

2019 for our 
performance of 

Made in 
Dagenham

Regional winners 
of the Great Big 
Dance Off and 
national finalists

Semi-finalists of 
UDO Dance 
Competition

Performances at a 
range of 

prestigious venues 
including; Royal 
Albert Hall, Her 

Majesty's Theatre, 
Sadler's Wells, The 
Olympic Stadium
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Award Winning 

Department



Future Opportunities and Career Progression 
within the Arts
Possible careers following further Performing Arts based studies include:
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• West End Performer

• Commercial Dancer

• Vocalist

• Holiday Entertainer

• Cruise Ship Performer

• Children’s Entertainer

• Radio Presenter

• TV/Film Runner

• Teacher

• Model

• Theatre Manager

• Stage Crew

• Agent

• Film and TV Extra

• Stage Manager

• Owning and running your own

Theatre School

• Front of House Manager

• Events Manager

• Technician

• Choreographer

• Director

• Musician

Performing Arts – Tech Award in Performing Arts



Many of our students have continued into careers within the Creative Industry, ranging from 
performers in musicals, holiday performers, runners and producers in TV and film, apprenticeships at 
local theatres, back stage and technical crew, cruise ship performers, TV actors, entrepreneurs of 
performance troupes and teachers. Performing Arts is also a great stepping stone into a range of 
different career opportunities, giving you essential skills in confidence that are essential for any career
path.

Charlie Mayes

• Producer – TOWIE

• Casting Director – Family 

Fortunes

• Runner for Ant and Dec on 

Saturday Night Take Away

• Runner – Dancing on Ice

Jamie Lee Harris

• Ensemble and Dance Captain – Bodyguard,

German Tour, UK tour and Asia Tour

• Ensemble – Dick Whittingham, London Palladium

• Joseph’s Brother in Joseph and the Amazing

Technicolour Dreamcoat

• Ensemble – Andrew Lloyd Webber’s new production

of Cinderella

Oli Corkett

• Studying Ecology, Conservation and 

Environment BSc at the University of Sussex

‘Studying Performing Arts was a no-brainer for me. I knew the 
staff would push me to achieve the best that I could. Their 
investment in my success motivated me to achieve across all of 
my academic subjects – as I found my self esteem grow, along 
with my aspirations for the future. The confidence and skills I 
gained through studying Performing Arts has allowed me to 
easily adjust to university life.’

Leah Floyd

• Studying Performing Arts at Portsmouth

University

‘My experience of studying Performing Arts was one of my 
favourite qualifications to achieve. It provided me with the 
freedom to express myself, whilst educating me on the
industry. Performing Arts isn’t just based around the idea of 
expression and jazz hands; it is much more than that. I feel 
that it helped me to discover myself whilst developing my 
confident in critical life skills.’
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Where could this subject take me?
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Where else can Acting take me?

Level 2 
Performing 

Arts 
Student

Performing Arts 
University or 

College
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Entrepeneur

Business 
Manager

Event

Personal 
Assistant

Theatre 
Manager

Hotel 
Management

Outdoor Events 
Management

Community
Education Manager

Talent Agent

Marketing 
Executive

Product 
Management

Retail 
Manager

Theatre 
Director

Dance 
Therapist

Arts
Administrator

Journalist

Broadcasting 
Presenter

Community 
Arts 

Practitioner

Civil Servant

The Charity 
Sector

Youth 
Worker

Politics

Aerial 
Choreographer

Holiday 
Entertainment 

Manager

Early Years 
Instructor

Childcare

DJ

Music 
Producer

Spoken 
Word Artist

Theatre 
Usher
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Creating leaders....
The skills that our students gain while studying Performing Arts are not only transferable throughout life and 
in a range of careers, but they have also helped some of our students reach leadership roles within 
Shoeburyness High School.

We are extremely proud that every academic year at least one of our Performing Arts students has 
successfully gained a place as Head Boy, Head Girl or one of the Deputy roles. Their Performing Arts 
training has helped them to fulfil the role with confidence, professionalism and to collaboratively work 
alongside the rest of their leadership team.

How has studying 

Performing Arts 

helped Deputy 

Head boy, 

Christopher 

throughout his 

time at 

Shoebury?

How has 

studying 

Performing 

Arts helped 

Kirsten,
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our current

Senior Prefect

Performing Arts – Tech Award in Performing Arts

Taking performing arts has helped me immensely 
with my confidence and leadership skills 

throughout the years. Thanks to the opportunities 
provided by this subject, I've achieved significant 

accomplishments, such as joining the Senior 
Prefect team. Performing arts has been crucial in 
building my confidence, and I wouldn't be where I 

am today without it.

The performing arts department has been incredibly supportive during 
my time here at Shoebury, showing compassion when I struggled with 

social life and elevating me to perform in some fantastic school 
showcases and productions. In the last 4 years I have made some 
amazing friends whom I share similar interests with and who have 

shown me so much recognition and kindness. With reassurance from 
the teachers, I have not only developed my skills and passion towards 

singing, acting, and dancing, but I have also built my confidence to 
pursue more responsible roles, including being a deputy head boy in 
the Student Leadership Team and assisting in teaching martial arts 

outside of school.



Subject Information:
Our exam board is Pearson BTEC.

The course is 60% internally assessed and 40% externally assessed. 

The course is graded from a level 1 Pass up to a level 2 Distinction*

Module structure
The course is split into a range of internally assessed units and one externally assessed unit.

Year 10 – You will study two units; Exploring the Performing Arts and Developing Skills and Techniques 
in the Performing Arts. The internal units are assessed through your practical work and portfolio of 
knowledge for each unit, the main focus of these units is to gain a broad range of practical 
experience and training within Performing Arts. These units are then marked by your class tutor and 
verified by the exam board.

Year 11 – After completing your internal units in year 10 you will then work on your externally assessed 
unit which is called Responding to a Brief. The external unit is split between practical work and 
logs/evaluations which are completed under controlled conditions. This work is then marked 
externally by the exam board.
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Subject Information
➢ You will study a wide range of units which look at a variety of skills within Performing Arts

➢ Practical skills will be developed within a range of different acting styles.
➢ Develop skills in team work
➢ Communicate with peers to direct and collaborate together to create performances
➢ Study a range of live performance work
➢ Develop confidence skills which can be utilised throughout life, such as public speaking and 

interview techniques
➢ Workshops and visits from professionals within the Performing Arts industry, chance to watch live 

performance.
➢ Opportunity to perform within the school production and other school performances through 

Shoebury Dynamix Troupes.
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Who should take this course?

• If you are enthusiastic about Performing Arts then we want you!

• You don’t have to be equally skilled in all areas but if you love

acting, singing or dancing then this is the course for you.

• If you enjoy practical work then Performing Arts would be a 

perfect course for you to study.

• If you are looking for a subject to compliment your studies and 

want an opportunity to express yourself in a relaxed 

environment.

• If you like completing assessments throughout the two years 

without the pressure of one final exam at the end of year 11.

Performing Arts – Tech Award in Performing Arts
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@SHS_Sixth_Form

Don’t just take our word for it……
Hear from some of our current year 11 and year 12 Performing Arts students
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Kingsley: 'I chose Performing Arts because it is a safe place where you will 
not be judged.  It is a community where you will be able to learn skills that 

you can apply to the real life world.  I enjoy the lessons because not only is it 
fun, but you meet new people, it also helps you to explore whether this could 

be a suitable career for you. 

Daisy: 'I chose performing arts as it is something I enjoy doing but it's also a 
really good way to help build confidence, not only when performing but with 
lots of other things. It's a lesson I always look forward to having because it's 

lots of fun and all the teachers are very supportive so it's a lovely environment 
to work in.'

Chris: "I chose performing arts because it is a subject where I really 

get to show my creativity and acting skills in front of others. It is also 

very fun to interact with other students in the class and work 

together as a team to create an impressive performance. I have 

gained a lot of confidence to act on stage because of of the support 

the teachers and pupils have given me in the department, and I 

have enjoyed doing performing arts as a subject and as a hobby 
too."

Lana: 'I chose performing arts because I love to perform. I love to sing, act and 
dance. When I joined in year 7, the performing arts department have always 
been so welcoming. The teachers are amazing! They put in so much of their 

own time into making school a better place for us. They spend their weekends 
at school to help us get the best possible shows we can. It’s not just a 

department. It’s a family. Everyone’s always so supportive and caring, no 
matter whether it’s performing arts related or not. Would highly recommend 

taking Performing Arts, because it can help you to get into a range of different 
jobs in the future and it can also help your confidence too! You learn so many 

different skills from taking Performing Arts.'

Gina: 'Acting allows you to be someone completely different and you 
can stray away from reality. Dancing is a way you can express yourself 
and your emotions, it makes you feel free. Performing Arts can also help 

you with singing. You can achieve your goals due to hard work and 
dedication! But knowing you won’t sing your favourite songs out of 

tune, actually feels pretty great in my opinion.'

Cadie: 'My favourite thing about Performing Arts in year 10 is how no one will
judge you. You can be as free and happy as you want and can be as weird as 

you want within dance, acting or even singing. It’s a lot of freedom from other 
lessons and it’s always good vibes from not only the students but the teachers

as well.'

Chloe: '"I've been motivated by dance all my life, Performing Arts made 

me excel in this, finding peace in myself. When you dance your 

purpose is not to get to a certain place on the floor. It's a way to enjoy 

each step of the way. If you're like me, and you enjoy that journey, 
performing arts is where you meant to be"
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Contact Information

Head of Subject: Mrs H Young

hyoung@shoeburyness.secat.co.uk

KS4 Teacher: Mrs D Hedley-Jameson
djameson@shoeburyness.secat.co.uk

Head of Faculty: Mr P Heron

pheron@shoeburyness.secat.co.uk
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